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ALNWICK 


RURAL  DISTRICT. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


1 8 9 9. 


Alnwick  : 

Printed  at  the  “Gazette”  Office. 


Gentlemen, — 

The  beginning  the  year  1899  was  characterised  by 
the  same  mildness  of  temperature  which  was  so 
marked  towards  the  end  of  the  preceeding  year,  and 
the  only  severe  cold  experienced  in  this  district  came 
at  the  time  when  winter  is  naturally  expected  to  give 
place  to  spring.  Low  temperature  and  wet  weather 
prevailed  throughout  the  spring  months  and  even 
during  the  earlier  part  of  summer.  Though  long  in 
coming,  the  fine  climatic  conditions  from  midsummer 
till  the  end  of  Autumn  afforded  complete  com- 
pensation for  the  inclemancy  of  the  earlier  part  of 
the  year.  There  was,  however,  no  long  continued 
drought,  and  water  supplies,  with  perhaps  one 
notable  exception,  held  out  well.  The  earlier  part 
of  the  winter  has  been  the  coldest  for  some  years 
back,  and  a severe  snowstorm  and  frost  in  December 
continued  for  several  weeks. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  year  1899  has  been  fairly  healthly,  and  the 
figures  I lay  before  you  are  on  the  whole  very  satis- 
factory. The  death  rate  though  nearly  two  decimal 
points  higher  than  last  year  is  yet  much  below 
average,  while  the  birth  rate  is  much  higher  than 
any  recorded  for  several  years  back.  Notwithstand- 
ing this  latter  fact,  the  infantile  mortality  is  reduced, 
which  shows  a tendency  in  the  right  direction. 
The  number  of  deaths  of  persons  over  65  years  is 
greater  than  in  1898  and  much  greater  still  than  in 
1897,  which  shows  that  the  desired,  of  somewhat 
millenial  hygenic  ideal  i.e.,  that  all  should  die  of  old 
age  and  none  of  disease,  is  being  approached,  however, 
slowly.  The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  of 
births  and  deaths  with  rates  per  thousand  per 
annum  for  the  year  1899  with  the  figures  of  the  two 
previous  years  for  comparsion. 


Birth  Bate 

Death  Bate 

Births 

per  1000 

Deaths 

per  1000 

per  annum. 

per  annum. 

1897.— 325 

26-69 

167 

13-71 

1898.— 300 

24-65 

192 

15-76 

1899.— 341 

28-00 

194 

15  93 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  the  births  in 
1899  are  respectively  41  and  16  over  those  in  1898 
and  1897,  and  the  deaths  respectively  2 and  27  over 
those  in  1898  and  1897. 

Of  the  deaths  106  were  of  males  and  88  of  females 
This  disparity  which  remains  pretty  constant  seems 
to  be  due  to  the  greater  number  of  deaths  from 
injuries  happening  in  the  case  of  males. 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  the 
deaths  as  regards  the  sub-districts  and  compares  with 
the  two  preceding  years. 

Warkworth.  Embleton.  Alnwick. 


1897.— 

96 

61 

1898.— 

100 

82 

1899.— 

106 

76 

10 

10 

12 


This  shows  an  increase  of  the  number  of  deaths  in 
the  Warkworth  and  Alnwick  subdistricts  and  a 
decrease  in  the  Embleton  subdistrict. 

The  deaths  may  also  be  analysed  as  regards  age 
at  death  and  for  comparison  I give  the  figures  for 
the  two  previous  years. 
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Under  1 year  5 years  15  years  25  years  65  yrs. 


one 

and 

and 

and 

and 

and 

year. 

under 

under 

under 

under 

over. 

5. 

15. 

25. 

65. 

1897.  43 

12 

8 

10 

47 

47 

1898.  36 

8 

8 

13 

54 

73 

1899.  37 

15 

9 

10 

43 

80 

The  information  conveyed  by  this 

table  is 

fairly 

satisfactory  for  although  there  is  one  more  death  in 
1899  under  one  year  than  in  1898  yet  the  greatly 
increased  birth  rate  in  1899  makes  the  infantile  death 
rate  (which  is  calculated  per  1000  children  born)  less 
than  in  1898.  Thus  the  infantile  death  rate  in  1898 
was  120,  while  in  1899  it  was  108-5  per  thousand 
children  born.  In  the  Wark worth  subdistrict  there 
.were  21  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  giving  an 
infantile  death  rate  of  112  3;  in  Embleton  subdistrict 
15  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  giving  an 
infantile  death  rate  of  107  1 ; and  in  Alnwick  one 
death  under  one  year  giving  an  infantile  death  rate 
of  71 '4.  The  infantile  death  rate  in  Warkworth 
subdistrict  is  still  highest  although  the  disproportion 
is  not  so  great  as  last  year.  The  deaths  at  the  other 
extreme  of  life  were  as  follows  : Over  65  years  there 
died  in  Warkworth  subdistrict,  41  ; in  Embleton 
subdistrict,  36  ; in  Alnwick  subdistrict,  3. 

The  greatest  number  of  deaths,  viz.,  22  in  any  one 
month  occured  in  February,  and  the  least  number, 
viz.,  9,  in  October. 

The  death  return  for  the  whole  district  as  already 
mentioned  was  194  giving  a death  rate  of  15  93. 
The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  the 
deaths  as  regards  the  subdistricts  and  their  several 
death  rates. 


Wark  worth.  Embleton.  A_lnwick. 

Death  Death  Death 

Deaths.  Rate.  Deaths.  Rate.  Deaths.  Rate. 

106.  17  01  76.  14-45  12  . 17*39 

The  births  for  1899  .were  341,  of  which  number 
192  were  males  and  157  females.  This  gives  a birth 
rate  of  28  00  for  the  whole  district  distributed  as 
follows  over  the  sub-districts  : — 


Warkworth. 

Birth 

Births,  rate. 
187  30-02 


Embleton. 

Birth 

Births,  rate. 
140  26-61 


Alnwick. 

Birth 
Births,  rate. 
14  20-28 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


During  the  year  1899,  89  cases  of  infectious  disease 
have  been  notified  in  the  district.  Of  the  cases  no- 
tified 72  were -scarlet  fever,  5 typhoid  fever,  6 
erysipelas,  2 diptheria,  2 membranous  croup,  and  2 
puerperal  septicaemia.  The  distribution  of  the  in- 
fectious diseases  as  regards  the  sub-districts  will  be 
seen  from  the  fo1  lowing  table  : — 


Sub -district. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

Diptheria. 

Membran- 
ous Croup. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Totals. 

Warkworth 

32 

0 

2 

0 

1 

2 

37 

Embleton 

29 

3 

4 

2 

1 

0 

39 

Alnwick 

11 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

13 
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Scarlet  Fever  has  continued  throughout  the  year  to 
crop  up  in  various  localities,  although  there  has  been 
no  serious  epidemic. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  number  of  cases 
of  typhoid  fever  in  1899,  has  fallen  to  5 from 
15  in  1898,  and  also  that  in  the  Wark- 

worth  sub -district  where  14  cases  occurred  in  1898 
not  one  case  was  notified  in  1899,  Of  the  five  cases 
of  typhoid  fever,  two  occurred  at  Denwick,  two  at 
Ho  wick  Hall,  and  one  at  Whitehouse  Cottages. 
The  cases  at  Denwick  were  difficult  to  account  for, 
as  the  row  of  cottages  was  in  good  sanitary  condition, 
and  the  water  supply  uncontaminated.  A pump  well 
between  Denwick  and  the  town  of  Alnwick,  was 
found  to  be  contaminated  and  since  its  closure  no 
further  cases  have  occurred.  The  sanitary  condition 
of  Howick  Hall  has  been  carefully  gone  into  and  re- 
arranged, The  sanitary  defects  at  Whitehouse 
cottages  have  also  been  put  right.  The  cases  of  ery- 
sipelas were  for  the  most  part  slight,  and  not  trace- 
able to  sanitary  defects.  As  regards  diptheria  our 
district  may  be  said  to  have  been  fortunate  in  only 
having  two  cases  in  the  Glanton  district  while  a 
severe  epidemic  was  raging  just  over  the  boundary. 
The  defects  in  the  two  houses  in  which  the  cases  oc- 
curred have  been  made  good . The  cases  of  membranous 
croup  occurred  one  at  Grlanton  the  other  at  Radcliffe 
Colliery.  Neither  could  be  traced  to  sanitary  defects. 
The  cases  of  puerperal  septicaemia  occurred,  one  at 
Acklington  Park  cottages  the  other  at  Shilbottle.  At 
the  former  place  a nuisance  which  existed  was 
pointed  out  and  put  right,  at  the  latter  the  disease 
seemed  to  have  arisen  in  some  way  unconnected 
with  sanitary  defects. 

During  the  year  1899  there  occurred  in  the  district 
6 deaths  from  notifiable  infectious  diseases,  giving  a 
death  rate  of  -49  per  1000  per  annum.  The  distri- 
bution of  the  deaths  was  as  follows  : — 


Sub- 

Scarlet Typhoid  Diphtheria  Puerperal 

district. 

Fever.  Fever. 

& Croup. 

Fever. 

Warkworth- 

- 0 0 

1 

2 

Embleton — 

1 1 

1 

0 

Alnwick — 

0 0 

0 

0 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

DISPOSAL  OF  SEWAGE. 

Drainage  has  been  provided  for  the  piggeries  at 
Acklington  Field  House  Cottages.  The  15 -inch 
cast-iron  main  outfall  sewer  at  Alnmouth  has  been 
stopped  up  and  a large  collection  of  dishcloths  and 
rags  has  been  taken  out.  The  drainage  has  been 
improved  at  Alnwick  Broomhouse  Cottages,  and 
the  spouting  repaired.  A settling  tank  has  been 
provided  for  the  W.  C.  drain  outlet  which  delivered 
crude  sewage  from  Birling  Manor  House  into  the 
stream  above  a watering  place.  A start  has  been 
made  with  the  extension  of  the  eastern  sewer  at  Christon 
Bank  to  receive  the  sewage  from  the  new  public 
laundry,  and  any  other  houses  which  may  be  built 
in  the  glebe  field.  A complete  new  drainage  system 
has  been  laid  down  at  Christon  Bank  Farm,  and  all 
the  sanitary  fittings  inside  have  been  overhauled 
and  modernized.  A stopped  up  sewer  in  the  square 
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at  Craster  south  side  has  been  cleaned  out,  and  the 
pipes  re-laid  in  a better  line.  The  West  sewer  at 
Embleton,  which  was  completely  choked  up  with 
mud,  has  been  cleaned  out,  and  in  the  village,  the 
drainage  for  the  trustees’  cottages  has  been  cleared. 
The  untrapped  storm  water  grate  on  the  main  street 
near  the  Red  Lion  Inn,  at  Felton,  has  been  replaced 
with  a cast-iron  trapped  gulley.  A stopped -up 
sewer  in  Dryden’s  Lane,  Glanton,  has  been  cleared. 
The  waste  pipe  from  the  kitchen  sink  at  Lemming  - 
ton  Hill  Head  has  been  disconnected  from  the  drain 
and  new  gulleys  have  been  fixed  at  the  farmhouse 
and  cottages.  Drainage  has  been  re-laid  at  Lesbury 
Town  Foot.  Drainage  has  been  provided  for  cow 
byres  at  Littlehoughton.  Drainage  has  been  furnish- 
ed for  the  pigsty  at  Longbank  Farm  Cottages,  and 
the  floor  of  the  ashpit  raised  up  and  cemented.  The 
outlet  of  the  main  sewer  at  Low  Hauxley  has  been 
extended  78  yards  towards  the  sea,  to  a point  where 
the  outlet  will  not  be  so  liable  to  get  covered  up  with 
sand.  A 300  gallon  flushing  tank  has  been  fixed 
and  connected  to  the  main  sewer  at  Togston,  and 
the  sewers  are  now  flushed  once  a week.  The  Wark- 
worth  Sewerage  Works  have  been  completed.  At 
the  low  end  of  the  new  system,  an  outlet  of  15-iuch 
cast-iron  pipes  furnished  with  a tidal  flap  has  been 
fixed,  and  where  the  outlet  is  under  the  foreshore,  it 
consists  of  15-inch  sanitary  pipes  up  to  the  2,000 
gallon  settling  or  liquifying  tank  at  the  tidal  river, 
norto  of  Beal  Bank.  These  15 -inch  pipes  extend 
as  far  as  the  junction  with  the  sewer  from  the  Sun 
Hotel  and  houses  near  it.  From  there  the  sewer 
consists  of  12 -inch  pipes  laid  onwards  along  the  nat- 
ural fall  of  the  grouud  through  the  gardens  behind 
the  Butts,  to  a junction  at  Bridge  Street  near  the 
Tower,  where  it  takes  in  the  Bridge  Street  sewer. 
Nine-inch  pipes  have  been  laid  from  Bridge 
Street,  round  the  Major’s  terrace,  and  on  by  the 
Stanners,  to  |the  Brewery  Lane  Foot.  From  the 
junction  near  the  Tower,  a new  main  sewer  has  been 
laid  with  12 -inch  pipes  along  Bridge  Street,  and  of 
9 -inch  pipes  onward  to  near  the  top  of  Castle  Street. 
A branch  intercepting  sewer  of  12 -inch  pipes  is  laid 
from  the  junction  with  the  12 -inch  sewer  in  Bridge 
Street,  as  far  as  the  Tithe  Barn  Lane  to  intercept 
the  sewerage  from  Dial  Place.  The  sewers  are  well 
provided  with  junction  manholes  with  storm  water 
overflows,  smaller  shafts  or  lampholes,  two  flushing 
tanks,  ventilators,  and  21  new  trapped  storm  water 
gulleys.  A new  smoke  machine  and  accessories  for 
testing  public  sewers  and  private  drains  has  been 
obtained  by  the  Council,  for  use  instead  of  the 
rockets  formerly  employed. 

PRIVIES,  WATER  CLOSETS,  Etc. 

Three  new  closets  and  cisterns  have  been  fixed  in 
the  offices  at  Straughan’s  Yard,  Alnmouth.  A privy 
and  ashpit  have  been  built  for  the  miller’s  cottage  at 
Eglingham  Mill.  The  privy  which  abutted  against 
the  gardener’s  cottage  near  Embleton  Vicarage  has 
been  converted  into  a closet  with  cistern.  At  Ain 
View,  Glanton,  the  privy  ashpit,  which  was  about 
8 feet  off  this  house,  has  been  made  into  a closet 
with  cistern.  The  ruinous  privy  ashpits  at  the 
hinds’  cottages  at  High  Buston  have  been  repaired. 
A privy  and  ashpit  have  been  built  for  the  farmhouse 
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at  Howick  Star.  At  Ivy  House,  Littlehoughton, 
the  ashpit  has  been  furnished  with  suitable  doors 
and  coverings.  A privy  and  ashpit  have  been  built 
at  the  Scroggs.  A privy  and  ashpit  have  been  built 
for  the  cottage  at  Wandy  Stead.  Two  open  privy 
ashpits,  which  adjoined  two  pantries  of  a re- 
freshment room  keeper  in  Castle  Street,  Wark  worth, 
have  been  abolished,  and  the  privies  converted  into 
closets  with  cisterns.  The  privies  at  Warkworth 
School  have  been  improved. 

OFFENSIVE  DITCHES  AND  COLLECTIONS 
OF  MATTER. 

At  the  north  and  south  sides  of  Argyle  Terrace, 
Alnmouth,  a very  crude  method  of  refuse  disposal 
has  been  stopped,  and  about  a dozen  ash-boxes, 
which  were  kept  in  the  back  streets  day  and  night, 
are  now,  with  one  exception,  kept  within  the  cur- 
tilage of  the  occupiers’  own  premises.  A heap  of 
decaying  vegetable  matter,  which  had  been  deposited 
about  12  feet  opposite  a butcher’s  shop  in  the  Red 
Lion  Yard,  Alnmouth,  has  been  removed.  The 
sewage  ditch  from  Birling  Farm  House,  which  ran 
over  the  hill  face  near  the  highway,  has  been  piped 
in.  Notices  have  had  to  be  served  periodically  for 
large  privy  ashpits  to  be  cleaned  out  at  Glanton, 
where  no  public  system  of  scavenging  exists,  and 
local  farmers  have  to  be  relied  upon  to  attend  to  this 
matter  at  their  convenience.  The  settling  tank  in 
the  Glanton  main  out-fall  sewer  has  been  covered 
over  with  puddled  clay,  so  as  to  hermetically  seal  it 
and  make  it  in  effect  a “ septic  ” tank,  and  the  ditch 
below  it  has  been  well  cleaned  out.  The  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  at  Hexham  and  the  Asylum  at 
Morpeth  have  been  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
and  negotiations  are  now  in  progress  for  a site  for 
works  to  purify  all  the  sewage  from  Glanton  in  the 
Dovecote  field,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  this 
nuisance  being  speedily  abated.  The  tenants  of  the 
allotment  gardens  between  Lesbury  and  Look  Out 
have  been  prohibited  from  depositing  vegetable  and 
other  refuse  on  the  roadside. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Alnmouth  Water  Supply  fell  from  32  gallons 
per  minute  at  the  end  of  June  t©  9 gallons  per 
minute  at  end  of  October.  Great  discolouration 
having  occurred  to  the  supply  after  rain,  investiga- 
tions were  set  on  foot,  and  it  was  found  that  part  of 
the  cast  iron  piping  under  the  pit  heap  at  Shilbottle 
Colliery,  laid  only  two  years  ago,  was  completely 
eaten  through,  and  although  there  was  not  less  than 
2 feet  of  inferior  clay  between  the  pipes  and  the  pit 
heap,  part  of  the  iron  pyrites  in  the  heap  had  access 
to  the  pipe,  and  had  polluted  the  supply.  These 
pipes  have  been  replaced  with  new,  and  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  for  the  pit  heap  to  be  removed 
and  the  pipes  surrounded  with  good  cement  con- 
crete. Plans  have  been  approved  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  the  contract  has  been  com- 
menced for  the  new  water  supply  from  Snableazes 
to  Alnmouth.  The  new  springs,  which  are  of  ex- 
ceptional organic  purity,  will  give  at  their  minimum 
yields  a copious  supply  of  water  to  the  summer 
population.  An  open  storage  reservoir  to  hold 
250,000  gallons,  or  a fortnight’s  summer  supply 


will  be  constructed,  and  about  2|  miles  of  4-inch 
cast-iron  pipes  are  being  laid  to  join  the  existing 
supply  near  the  railway  station.  The  tub  used  as  a 
horse  trough  at  one  of  the  public  taps  at  Christon 
Bank,  causing  the  surroundings  to  be  wet  and 
muddy,  has  been  removed.  A tap  has  been  pro- 
vided for  the  malting  at  Embleton.  The  4-inch 
trunk  main  of  the  Hauxley  and  Togston  Water- 
works which  was  broken  in  a sliding  bog  in  Buston 
Barns  pasture,  has  been  repaired  and  supported  on 
fresh  piling.  These  waterworks  have  also  been 
extended  with  660  yards  of  piping  and  pillar  foun- 
tains have  b(  en  fix  d to  supply  the  new  streets  known 
as  Dandsfield  Place,  Radcliffe.  At  High  Buston  a 
hydraulic  ram  has  been  fixed  to  pump  up  the 
copious  spring,  which  is  about  £ of  a mile  from  the 
far  end  of  the  village,  to  a high  service 
tank  from  which  pipes  a*e  laid  to  supply 
by  gravitation  taps  placed  near  the  cottages.  An 
additional  tap  has  been  fixed  at  the  new  row  at  Low 
Hauxley.  The  new  open  reservoir  for  the  township 
of  Newton-on-the-Moor.  the  gift  of  Major  Wid- 
drington  J.P.,  is  finished.  The  level  of  this  new 
reservoir  is  115  feet  lower  than  the  old  one,  now 
demolished,  and  has  reduced  the  great  pressure,  or 
head,  of  about  300  feet  in  the  pipes  in  the  valley, 
which  often  bursts  the  joints.  The  capacity  is 
100,000  gallons,  and  gives  a storage  of  3 months’ 
supply  in  summer,  when  fed  with  the  springs  at 
their  lowest  yields.  At  Overthwarts  sanitary  pipes 
have  been  laid  to  convey  spring  water  only,  and  new 
iron  pipes  have  been  laid  part  of  the  way  between 
the  farmhouse  and  service  tank. 

The  following  farms  and  cottages,  which  have 
been  reported  upon  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  are 
badly  off  for  water  : Acklington  Low  Park,  Birling 
North  Field,  Dean  Moor,  Glanton  North  Field, 
Greenville,  Middle  Cawledge  Park,  Shipley  Lane, 
and  West  Cawledge  Park. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSE. 

The  only  Common  Lodging  House  in  this  rural 
district  is  at  Embleton,  and  the  present  tenant  keeps 
the  premises  very  clean.  There  are  no  cellar  dwell- 
ings in  this  district. 

MISCELLANEOUS  NUISANCES. 

Some  ruinous  cottages  at  the  south-west  end  of 
High  Hauxley,  not  now  required  for  the  farm,  but 
which  the  tenant  had  let  to  some  miners,  have  been 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  and 
vacated.  At  Rock  Mill  two  piggeries,  which  were 
about  11  feet  off  a milk  house,  have  been  removed 
to  a satisfactory  distance.  The  central  cottage  at 
Rugley  Farm,  which  contained  a bedroom  about  10 
feet  square,  with  a damp  brick  floor,  has  been 
extended  and  improved.  At  the  Scroggs  the  leaky 
tiled  roof  has  been  repaired,  and  the  floor  cemented. 
In  order  to  prevent  surface  water  in  the  back  yard 
flowing  towards  Sturton  Grange  Farmhouse,  and 
into  the  cellar,  a cement  footpath  with  a channel 
has  been  laid.  At  Warkworth  15  unsanitary  pig- 
sties have  been  condemned,  and  new  ones  have  been 
built  in  some  cases,  and  in  others  pig-keeping  has 
been  discontinued,  which  is  a great  sanitary  advan- 
tage to  certain  houses,  some  of  which  were  only  5 or 
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6 feet  off.  The  stable  midden  which  adjoined  a 
house  near  the  Brewery  Lane,  Warkworth,  has  been 
removed.  The  lower  branches  have  been  lopped  off 
the  trees  in  the  churchyard  at  Warkworth,  which 
obstructed  light  and  air  from  the  houses  which  abut 
against  the  narrow  Tithe  Barn  Lane. 

NEW  STREETS  AND  BUILDINGS. 

The  only  townships  which  have  byelaws  for  the 
regulation  of  new  streets  and  buildings,  are  Aln- 
mouth,  Embleton,  Togston,  and  Warkworth.  Plans 
have  been  passed  for  2 houses  to  complete  the  South 
side  of  Argyle  Terrace,  Alnmouth,  also  for  3 villas 
close  by,  and  for  2 new  houses  in  the  large  garden 
ground  behind  Percy  Cottages.  Plans  have  also 
been  approved  for  a new  study  at  Alnmouth  Vicar- 
age, and  for  new  stabling,  etc.,  at  Alnmouth  Hall, 
as  well  as  for  a new  house  south-east  of  Garden 
Terrace.  Plans  for  4 cottages  near  the  Blue  Row, 
Embleton,  have  been  passed,  also  for  a new  pay 
office  in  the  same  village.  Plans  have  been  approved 
for  a new  public  laundry  at  Christon  Bank,  and  for 
a new  public  hall  at  Embleton. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

A large  midden  at  Alnmouth  slaughter  house, 
which  was  about  18  yards  off  the  highway,  has 
been  removed.  The  nuisances  at  the  Gian  ton 
slaughter  house  have  been  lessened,  to  some  extent, 
by  the  removal  of  the  pigsty,  and  sheep  are  no 
longer  kept  in  the  fold  yard,  and  the  privy  ashpit  is 
not  now  used  as  a receptacle  for  offal.  The  slaughter 
house  in  the  Tithe  Barn  Lane  at  Warkworth  has 
been  drained,  and  the  water  supply  laid  on  it.  The 
yard  adjoining:  the  lane  has  been  cemented,  and 
the  wooden  sleepers  removed. 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (WATER)  ACT,  1878. 

A water  certificate  has  been  been  granted  for  the 
farmhouse  which  has  been  re-built  at  Newton  North 
Farm,  and  for  2 new  houses  at  the  north  side,  and 
one  on  the  south  side  of  Argyle  Terrace,  Alnmouth, 
and  for  Embleton  Quarry  Cottage,  and  for  52  houses 
at  Radcliffe, — “that  there  is  provided  within  a 
reasonable  distance  of  the  house  such  an  available 
supply  of  wholesome  water  as  appears  to  your 
Authority  sufficient  for  the  use,  for  domestic  pur- 
poses, of  the  inmates  of  the  house.” 

THE  PETROLEUM  ACTS,  1871-81. 

In  connection  with  the  installation  of  Acetylene 
gas,  licenses  have  been  granted  fur  persons  to  keep 
carbide  of  calcium  at  the  Manor  House,  Birling  ; 
Craster  Tower  ; Hare  and  Hounds  Hotel.  Embleton  ; 
Morwick  Hall ; and  the  Hermitage  Iun,  Wark- 
worth. 

THE  DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND 
MILKSHOPS  ORDER. 

Periodical  sanitary  inspections  are  made  of  all  the 
cowsheds  where  people  make  a regular  trade  of  milk 
selling.  The  farmer  at  Bilton  Mill  has  been  regis- 
tered as  a keeper  of  twelve  cows.  At  St.  Margaret’s 
Dairy  Farm  the  drain  for  the  byres,  which  discharges 
sewage  over  a field  in  which  milch  cows  are  grazed, 
has  been  provided  with  a settling  tank.  The  most 
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objectionable  oowbyres  in  this  rural  district  are  in 
Warkworth,  which  are  situated  in  narrow  and  con- 
fined yards,  the  cows  and  dung  from  which  have  to 
be  taken  through  dwelling  houses  This  objection 
discourages  the  keepers  from  cleaning  out  the  mid- 
dens as  often  as  they  should. 

The  Local  Government  Board  having  sent  a cir- 
cular letter  referring  to  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Tuberculosis,  and  forwarded  some  model  regulations, 
which  they  have  issued  for  the  first  time,  for  Dairies, 
Cowsheds  and  Milkshops,  they  have  been  considered 
and  adopted  by  this  Council  and  are  before  the  Local 
Government  Board  for  approval.  The  new  byelaws 
contain  some  important  additions  regarding  lime- 
washing  and  drainage,  and  in  other  respects  are 
more  complete  and  up-to-date  than  those  now  in  use 
in  our  district.  Part  I of  the  new  regulations  apply 
to  cowsheds,  the  cows  of  which  are  habitually  grazed 
on  grass  land  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year, 
and,  when  not  so  grazed,  are  habitually  turned 
out  during  a portion  of  each  day.  As  regards 
ventilation,  No.  4 of  the  regulations  states  that : 

‘ ‘ Every  co wkeeper  shall  cause  every  part  of 
the  interior  of  every  cowshed  in  his  occupation  to  be 
sufficiently  vertilated  and  for  this  purpose  to  be 
provided  with  a sufficient  number  of  openings  into 
the  external  air  to  keep  the  air  in  the  cowshed  in  a 
wholesome  condition.”  The  regulations  of  Part  II 
apply  to  all  cowsheds  other  than  those  the  cows  from 
which  are  habitually  grazed  on  grass  land  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  year,  and,  when  not  so  grazed, 
are  habitually  turned  out  during  a portion  of  each 
day.  No.  8 states  that:  ‘‘A  co  wkeeper  shall  not 
cause  or  allow  any  cowshed  in  his  occupation  to  be 
occupied  by  a larger  number  of  cows  than  will  leave 
not  less  than  800  feet  of  air  space  for  each  cow.” 

THE  QUARRY  (FENCING)  ACT,  1887. 

Some  quarrying  operations  in  Embleton  have  been 
left  in  a dangerous  condition,  as,  in  particular,  a 
road  opposite  the  Blue  Bell  Inn,  over  which  the 
public  have  a right  of  way,  has  been  quarried  away 
and  reduced  to  a narrow  footpath  along  the  edge  of 
an  unfenced  quarry  opening  As  this  quarry  is 
within  the  statutory  distance  of  50  yards  from  a 
highway  the  absence  of  fencing  was  4 deemed  a 
nuisance  liable  to  be  dealt  with  summarily  in  the 
the  manner  provided  by  the  Public  Heath  Act,  1875, 
and  the  Eyres  Trustees  have  since  commenced  to  fill 
up  the  quarry  opening  in  the  village. 

I must  express  my  obligation  to  the  Inspector,  Mr 
M.  Temple  Wilson,  for  the  latter  part  of  this  report 
dealing  with  water  supplies,  plans,  the  abatement  of 
nuisances,  and  also  for  his  ready  co  operation  and 
assistance  in  all  work  in  which  we  have  been  as- 
sociated during  the  past  year. 

Finally  my  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  uniform  courtesy 
and  support,  which  have  done  much  to  render 
pleasant  and  satisfactory  the  duties  of  my  office. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Scott  Purves*  MD., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


